THE  ANCIENT  WORLD
against Rome were preparing to take the city by storm,
it was Sulla who was put in command of the army of
defence. Inflicting the most terrible slaughter on the
insurgents, he compelled them to submit. Thus the city
was saved and Sulla was rewarded with the Consulship.
Returning to Rome, Marius furiously denounced him,
and left no stone unturned to get himself appointed
generalissimo of the army which was about to be sent
against Mithridates, King of Pontus, a land of untold
wealth.
The Senate hastily appointed Sulla; whereupon
Marius, inciting the populace to revolt, persuaded them
to veto the Senate's decree.
Sulla, whose army was already assembled, did not
hesitate a moment. He ordered it to march on Rome.
This decision was a portentous one, for it had been
expressly enacted, by a law which had hitherto never
been transgressed, that no armed body of men should
ever pass within the city gates.
The legions wavered. Sulla, realizing that hesitation
meant ruin, lured them on with promises of booty, and
prevailed on them to give battle to the troops of Marius.
The latter were defeated, and once again the old general
and demagogue was compelled to seek refuge in Africa.
Sulla now thought he had got rid of him for good.
He re-invested the Senate with all its ancient preroga-
tives, procured the election of two consuls on whom he
thought he could rely, L. G. Ginna and Octavius, and
then set out for Asia.
When he was too far away for there to be any fear of
his turning back, Marius returned to Italy, and, having
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